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love of Christ7. Or would you rather see the effects
of your principles on a larger scale, and by wholesale,
if the phrase may be pardoned; cast your eyes across
the Atlantic, and let your zeal be edified by the holy
activity of Oortez and Pizarro, and their apostles of
the western hemisphere. To what else have been
owing the extensive ravages of national persecutions,
and religious wars and crusades; whereby rapacity,
and pride, and cruelty, sheltering themselves under
the mask of this specious principle, have so often
afflicted the world! The Prince of Peace has been
made to assume the port of a ferocious conqueror,
and, forgetting the message of good-will to men, has
issued forth, like a second Scourge of the Earth8, to
plague and desolate the human species."

That the sacred name of religion has been too
often prostituted to the most detestable purposes;
Reply to that furious bigots and bloody persecutors,
the above and self-interested hypocrites of all qualities
allegations. an(j dimensions, from the rapacious leader
of an army to the canting oracle of a congregation,
have falsely called themselves Christians, are melan-
choly and humiliating truths, which (as none so deeply
lament them) none will more readily admit than they,
who best understand the nature of Christianity, and
are most concerned for her honour. We are ready
to acknowledge also without dispute that the re-
ligious affections, and the doctrine of divine assist-
ance, have at all times been more or less disgraced
by the false pretences and extravagant conduct of
wild fanatics and brain-sick enthusiasts. All this,
however, is only as it happens in other instances,
wherein the depravity of man perverts the bounty of

7  This was the motto on their banner.

8  Title of Attila, a king of the Huns, whose desolating ravages
are well known.